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September 17,2010

Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ih Street, S.W.
Room TWB204
Washington, DC 20554

Ex Parte Presentation in ET Docket No. 04-186

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On September 16,2010, Rick Kaplan met with the following Disney, ABC, and
ESPN representatives: Chuck Pagano (ESPN, Executive Vice President, Technology),
Dave Converse (Vice President, Engineering, ABC Owned Television Stations) and
Susan Fox (Vice President, Governrnent Relations, The Walt Disney Company). During
this meeting, the Disney, ABC, and E~SPN executives stressed a few critical points with
respeet to the FCC's upcoming reconsideration of the White Spaces Order. First, we
stressed that White Space Devices should contact the database in as close to real-time as
possible. Second, we stressed that there needs to be a sufficient geographic area of
protection around the wireless mikes registered in the database. Third, we stressed that
only licensed wireless mikes should be permitted to access any channel set aside for
wireless mikes.

Lastly, Mr. Pagano reviewed the extent of usage of wireless mikes for ESPN's
coverage of major sports events. As provided to the FCC in an ex parte filing from
October 27, 2008, and supplemented yesterday:

o Programmers like ESPN produce lives sports on a regular basis and frequencies
are used for:

o On-air microphones (talent & efl'ects) & Off-air communications
o ESPN regularly uses many more than t\\/O ehannels for TV sports productions like

Monday Night Football.
o In 2006, ESPN's MNI<' telecast alone used as many as 155

frequencies, requiring 17.6 Mhz of bandwidth or 2.7 UHF TV
channels.



.. When combined with the NFL's needs, 5.5 TV channels
were at times required specifically for ESPN & the NFL at
MNF venue.

€! Does not include local market broadcasters;
o This year, the number of total coordinated frequencies for MNF

games is as high as 278 coordinated frequencies;
.. Demand for wireless mikes has continued to increase as

NFL games become more highly-produced and covered
events, and include extensive halftime and pre-game
shows;

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, an original and one copy
of this letter are being filed as notice of this meeting. The proceedings at issue are not
restricted and therefore presentations are permitted, but must be disclosed.

cc: Rick Kaplan
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September 17, 2010

Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ill Street, S.W.
Roorn TWB204
Washington, DC 20554

Ex Parte Presentation in 121' Docket No. 04··186

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On September 16, 2010, F-:loise Clore and Louis Peraertz met with the following
Disney, ABC, and ESPN representatives: Chuck Pagano (ESPN, Executive Vice
President, Technology), Dave Converse (Vice President, Engineering, ABC Owned
Television Stations) and Susan Fox (Vice President, Government Relations, The Walt
Disney Company). During this meeting, the Disney, ABC, and ESPN executives stressed
a few critical points with respect to the 1<'CC's upcoming reconsideration of the White
Spaces Order. First, we stressed that White Space Devices should contact the database in
as close to real-time as possible. Second, we stressed that there needs to be a sufTicient
geographic area of protection around the wireless mikes registered in the database.
'Third, vve stressed that only licensed wireless mikes should be permitted to access any
channel set aside for wireless mikes.

Lastly, Mr. Pagano reviewed the extent of usage of wireless mikes for ESPN's
coverage of major sports events. As provided to the FCC in an ex parte filing from
October 2008, and supplemented yesterday:

o Programmers like 12SPN produce lives sports on a regular basis and frequencies
are used for:

o On-air microphones (talent & effects) & Orf·air communications
o 12SPN regularly uses many more than two channels for 'I'V sports productions like

Monday Night Football.
o In 2006, 12SPN's MNF telecast alone used as many as 155

fl'equencies, requiring 17.6 Mhz of bandwidth or 2.7 UHF TV
channels.



iii When combined with the NFL's needs, 5.5 TV channels
were at times required specifically for ESPN & the NFL at
MNF venue.

@il Does not include local market broadcasters;
o This year, the number of total coordinated frequencies for MNF

games is as high as 278 coordinated frequencies;
iii Demand for wireless mikes has continued to increase as

NFL games become more highly-produced and covered
events, and include extensive halftime and pre-game
shows;

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, an original and one copy
of this letter are being filed as notice of this meeting. The proceedings at issue are not
restricted and thercf'ore presentations are permitted, but must be disclosed.

cc: Eloise Gore
Louis Peraertz



September 17,2010

Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 lib Street, S.W.
Room TWB204
Washington, DC 20554

Ex Parte Presentation in ET Docket No, 04-186

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On September 16,2010, Commissioner Robert McDowell and Angela Giancarlo
met vvith the f~)llowing Disney, ABC, and E~SPN reprcsentatives: Chuck Pagano (ESPN,
r:xecutive Vice President, 'feclmology), Dave Converse (Vice President, Engineering,
ABC Owned 'l'elevision Stations) and Susan Fox (Vice President, Government Relations,
The Walt Disney Company). During this meeting, the Disney, ABC, and ESPN
executives stressed a few critical points with respect to the FCC's upcoming
reconsideration of the White Spaces Order. First, we stresscd that White Space Devices
should contact the database in as close to real-time as possible. Second, we stressed that
there needs to be a suillcient geographic area of protection around the wireless mikes
registered in the database. Third, we stressed that only licensed wireless mikes should be
permitted to access any channel set aside for wireless mikes.

Lastly, Mr. Pagano reviewed the extent of usage of wireless mikes iDr ESPN's
coverage of mG~jor sports events. As provided to the FCC in an ex parte illing from
October 2008, and supplemented yesterday:

o Programmers like ESPN produce lives sports on a regular basis and frequencies
arc used for:

o On-air microphones (talent & eilects) & OiTair communications
o ESPN regularly uses many more than t\VO channcls i~)r TV sports productions like

Monday Night Football.
o In 2006, ESPN's MNF tclecast alone uscd as many as 155

frequencies, requiring 17.6 Mhz of bandwidth or 2.7 UHF TV
channels.



" When combined with the NFL's needs, 5.5 TV channels
were at times required specifically for ESPN & the NFL at
MNF venue.

@ Does not include local market broadcasters;
o This year, the number of total coordinated frequencies for MNF

games is as high as 278 coordinated frequencies;
" Demand for \vireless mikes has continued to increase as

NFL games become more highly-produced and covered
events, and include extensive halftime and pre-game
shovvs:

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, an original and one copy
of this letter are being filed as notice of this meeting. The proceedings at issue are not
restricted and therefore presentations are permitted, but must be disclosed.

Sincerely,

Sll~l{~
cc: Commissioner Robert McDowell

Angela eJiancarlo



September 17,2010

Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 1iii Street, S.W.
Room TWB204
Washington, DC 20554

Ex Parte Presentation in ET Docket No. 04-186

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On September 16,2010, Charles Mathias and Rail Marina met with the following
Disney, ABC, and ESPN representatives: Chuck Pagano (ESPN, Executive Vice
President, 'Technology), Dave Converse (Vice President, Engincering, ABC Owned
Television Stations) and Susan Fox (Vice President, Government Relations, The Walt
Disney Company). During this meeting, the Disney, ABC, and ESPN executives stressed
a few critical points with respect to the FCC's upcoming reconsideration ofthe White
Spaces Order. First, we stressed that White Space Devices should contact the database in
as close to real-time as possible. Second, we stressed that there needs to be a sufJicient
geographic area of protection around the wireless mikes registered in the database.
'Third, \ve stressed that only licensed wireless mikes should be permitted to aceess any
channel set aside for wireless mikes.

Lastly, Mr. Pagano reviewed the extent of usage of wireless mikes for ESPN's
coverage of major sports events. As provided to the FCC in an ex parte filing fJ'om
October 27,2008, and supplemented yesterday:

o Programmers like ESPN produce lives sports on a regular basis and JJ'equencies
are used for:

o On-air microphones (talent & effects) & Off-air communications
o ESPN regularly uses many more than two channels for 'TV sports productions like

Monday Night Football.
o In 2006, ESPN's MNF telecast alone used as many as 155

frequencies, requiring 17.6 Mhz of bandwidth or 2.7 UHF TV
channels.



" When combined with the NFL's needs, 5.5 TV channels
were at times required specifically for ESPN & the NFL at
MNF venue.

@ Docs not include local market broadcasters;
o This year, the number of total coordinated frequencies for MNF

games is as high as 278 coordinated frequencies;
" Demand for wireless mikes has continued to increase as

NFL games become more highly-produced and covered
events, and include extensive halftime and pre-game
shows;

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, an original and one copy
of this letter are being filed as notice of this meeting. The proceedings at issue are not
restricted and therefore presentations are permitted, but must be disclosed.

Sincerely,

s,btff!
cc: Charles Mathias

Rail Marina


